FEAST DAY - 31 JULY

ST IGNATIUS
CHURCH
326 Church Street,
RICHMOND VIC 3121

Mass Times
12.00 noon
(Monday - Friday)

Saturday
5.00pm (Vigil)

Sunday
9.30am (English)
12.00 noon (Polish)
4.00pm (Vietnamese)

Adoration & Benediction
11.00am Friday

Anointing of the Sick
1%t Friday of the Month

ST JAMES CHURCH
162 Kent Street,
NORTH RICHMOND,
VIC 3121

Mass Times
Sunday: 11.00am

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Contact Parish office.

Reconciliation
By appointment

Wedding
Contact Parish Office

TRINITY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
57-61 Davison Street,
NORTH RICHMOND
VIC 3121
www.tcs.catholic.edu.au

Principal
Nigel Rodrigues
Tel: 03 9428 7180

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD- YEAR A
17 MAY 2026

RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH
OF ST. IGNATIUS & ST. JAMES
Parish Priest: Fr. Trung Hoang Nguyen, SJ

Parish Manager: Ms. Licia Marchese (Mon-Fri)
Administrative Assistant: Miss Julia Cappozzo

Operation hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 4.00pm
Phone: (03) 8420 6789 Email: parish@ignatius.org.au
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REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

The feast of the Ascension is really a kind of liminal
moment in the Easter season. It is a time between
times, a moment when we have left one place in our
journey but have not yet arrived at a second. The
glory of the Risen Christ has already been revealed
in us, but not yet totally. The feast itself celebrates the
exaltation of Jesus. Today we stand awestruck,
watching Jesus ascend into the clouds of heaven,
there to be enthroned at the right hand of God. Today
we are overwhelmed by the reality of the divinity of
the one whom we have known in his humanity. Like
the conquering creator-god, he has overcome his
enemy (death) and now reigns over his new creation
(the church).

Christ who ascended into heaven in his body carries
on what he began on earth through his new body, the
church. He teaches through its apostles and
evangelists. He ministers through its prophets and
pastors. In and through the church, Jesus continues
to heal and to comfort; to forgive and to include. We
have not been left alone; we have his power, the same
power with which he performed marvels when he
walked the earth. We have not been left alone; we
have each other. Together we make up the new body
of Christ. Together we await the fullness of this body.
It is this new body that stands in between the times,
secure in what we have, confident of what we will be
given.

FEAST DAY- 25 JULY

A JESUIT PARISH
OUR MISSION

We share
responsibility to:
Practise and promote
gospel values,
recognise and respond
to the ever-changing
needs of the
community and foster
a faith that leads to
justice. As a parish
open to change
desiring to be a
community, we strive
to live the gospel
values of: Diversity,
Hospitality and
Inclusivity.

We respectfully
ACKNOWLEDGE
the Wurundjeri people
of the Kulin nation, as
the traditional
caretakers of the land
which is the
Richmond Catholic
Parish.

We acknowledge the
Elders, past &
present.

May we too, be good
stewards of this land.

SAFETY OF
CHILDREN & ALL
VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
Richmond Catholic
Parish holds the care,
safety and wellbeing of
children and all
vulnerable people as a
central and
fundamental
responsibility for our
community.


mailto:parish@ignatius.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/richmond

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  Acts of the Apostles 1:11

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?
This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven
will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, Heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, You take away the sin of the
world, have mercy on us; You take away the sin of the
world, receive our prayer; You are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One; you alone are the Lord. You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God, the Father. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He
had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear
to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he
had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is” he had said, ‘what you have heard me
speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many
days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or
dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed
to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and
a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring
into the sky when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has
been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have seen him go
there.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps46:2-3.6-9.R.v.6

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

3. God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:17-23
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is
the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you
can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ,
when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make
him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any
other name that can be named, not only in this age, but
also in the age to come. He has put all things under his
feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of
the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills the whole creation.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel.

I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Matthew 28:19. 20

GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated.
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go,
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commandments |
gave to you. And know that | am with you always; yes, to
the end of time.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy Catholic Church,

The communion of saints.

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And life everlasting. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

Matthew 28:20

PLEASE PRAY FOR ....
THE SICK IN OUR PARISH

God of gentleness and love,

We entrust to your care all those in need

of any form of healing, and ask you to
guide and sustain all who offer them
healing and hope.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

+ Kate Franklyn

#+ Sophie Hogan

#+ George Buschmann
If you have anyone to add to our prayer list, please notify
the parish office by Thursday 10.00am by ringing 8420 6789
or email: parish@ignatius.org.au.

THIRD WEEK 16/17 MAY
The first National Count of Attendance
for 2026 began last weekend, so please don’t be
surprised when you observe our counters focusing on
each pew during our Parish Masses this weekend and
the following two weekends.

NATIONAL COUNT
OF ATTENDANCE

P‘m’ ‘*;‘ National Count of Attendance 2026

RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH
JESUIT MISSION APPEAL
16/17 MAY 2026

This weekend, Richmond Catholic Parish will hold our
annual appeal for Jesuit Mission, who this year
celebrates 75 years of faith in action.

In Cambodia, many young people from low income
families are forced to leave school early because they
cannot afford to continue their education.

Lin’s parents rent a small space at the market selling
rice meals, earning just enough to cover basic living
costs. Without support, Lin would have had to stop
studying after Grade 9. Through the Jesuit-run
scholarship program, she has lived in a dormitory for
five years and is now completing Grade 12.

“Without this opportunity, I could not have continued
my education.”

“Life in the dormitory is like being at home. Everyone
feels like one big family, supporting one another during
difficult times. | have lived here for five years, from
grade 8 to grade 12, and it has shaped my studies and
sense of community.”

Lin now hopes to become a nurse to serve families like
hers struggling to make ends meet.

Please give generously to support students like Lin.
Donate at https://jesuitmission.org.au/parish

One Vine, many branches. 75 years of faith in action.
Thank you for your ongoing support.



mailto:parish@ignatius.org.au
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Laudato Si* Week
From Hope to Action

Laudato Si’ Week is a celebration
held annually from 17 to 24 May to
mark the anniversary of Pope
Francis’s landmark encyclical on
caring for our common home.
Sponsored by the Vatican’s
Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, this global celebration unites Catholics to
listen and respond together to the cry of creation, rejoice in the
progress we have made in bringing Laudato Si’ to life, and
intensify our efforts through the Laudato Si” Action Platform as
well as other opportunities for education and action.

Laudato Si' Week 2026 invites us to move from hope to action.
Hope is not passive; it is lived and shared through daily decisions,
community life, prayer and concrete acts of care. This
commemorative year reminds us that ecological conversion grows
step by step, through restored relationships, protected creation,
and strengthened communities. The next chapter of Laudato Si'
begins with us, wherever we are.

COLLECTION WEEK - 9t" and 10" May
ST. IGNATIUS CHURCH & ST. JAMES CHURCH

Thanksgiving Envelopes — $452.00

Loose Collection — $2386.00

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
ST IGNATIUS CHURCH

5.00PM 9.30AM
DATE | viciLmass | PATE | sunpay MAss
16/05 Marlon D’Souza 17/05 Mary Ebolo
23/05 Haydn Walters 24/05 Simon Feely
30/05 Therese Keogh 31/05 Haydn Walters
MINISTERS OF THE WORD
ST IGNATIUS CHURCH
5.00PM 9.30AM
DATE VIGIL MASS DATE SUNDAY MASS
16/05 Martin O’Brian 17/05 Kaye Hogan
23/05 Mary Burns 24/05 Rosie Coulthard
30/05 Peter Keogh 31/05 Leonardo Vong
MINISTERS OF THE WORD
ST JAMES CHURCH
DATE 11.00AM MASS

17/05 Louisa Luu

24/05 Aseye Banini

31/05 Shane Healy

SUPPORTING THE ONGOING PASTORAL AND BUILDING
WORKS OF THE RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH

Donations can now be made via the QR code on each pew or on the
Parish Bulletin.

Click on to the QR and it will take you to the Parish’s donation page.

We thank you for your generosity in supporting the works of the
Richmond Catholic Parish.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the works of the Parish
by donation through our QR Code. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
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the globe for an Ignatian
prayer, and reflection befor

Date: 25 July - 8 August 2027
Cost: approx. $850 (excl. flights;
Age: 18-30 year olds

Contact: Fr Ramesh Richards SJ

ramesh.richards@cardoner.org

SUBMIT INTERE
10 JUNE 20

A PRAYER FOR PEACE
by Pope Leo XIV

Lord Jesus,

you conquered death

without weapons or violence:

you shattered its power

with the strength of peace.

b

Grant us your peace,

as you did to the women

filled with doubt on Easter morning,
*as you did to the disciples

who were hiding in fear.

Send forth your Spirit,

the breath that gives life and reconciles,
that turns adversaries and enemies

into brothers and sisters.

Inspire in us to trust

in Mary, your mother,

who stood at the foot of your cross
with a broken heart, firm in the faith
that you would rise again.

May the madness of war cease
and the Earth be cared for

and cultivated by those who still
know how to bring forth,
protect and love life.

Hear us, Lord of life!




