St. John Bosco’s Parish
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042

Parish Priest: Fr David Cartwright

Phone: 9337 9994

Email: niddrie@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
Parish Secretary: Charles Meneze

Office Hours: 10am —4pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

Mass Times
Wednesday — Friday: 9:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday: 10:30am

Prayer and Devotions
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:30pm
First Fridays 9-9:20am
Or any time by arrangement or request

Baptisms
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month

House Blessings
Please contact the Parish Office

St. John Bosco’s School
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042

Principal: Peter Monaghan
Phone: 9337 2314
Email: principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au

Mass Offerings
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection
at Mass.

Stewardship
Presbytery: $769

Thanksgiving: $1,676
Loose: $330

The 1* Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest,
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the
Archbishop.

The 2™ Collection is for parish expenses such as wages,
utilities, insurance, etc.

With St John Bosco we pray for...
Sick: Carl Pinto; Terry Cartwright, Adrian Malouf

Recently Deceased:
We pray for all the recently deceased in our community

Anniversaries and Remembrances:
Thomas Gavin; Frank Farrell; Ken Holmes; Angela Rodino;
Sesta Romano; Vincenzo Romano

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Dear friends,

In other years, this day, December 8, would be the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception. Because it falls on a Sunday this year,
it is transferred to Monday. Having this Feast in the Advent
Season helps us to place the person of Mary in our minds as we
prepare for Christmas. In some places historically this is the
beginning of preparing for Christmas with decorations etc. The
Feast is placed on this date historically as it is nine months before
the Feast of the Birth of Our Lady in September.

Symbolically on this feast, today in Paris a marvellous event will
take place — the reopening of Notre Dame Cathedral. It was five
years since the tragic fire that went through the magnificent and
iconic cathedral. The famous art historian, Kenneth Clark
famously said of Notre Dame that simply looking at the building
was the definition of civilisation. To complete the restoration in
five years was a great feat by the workmen and artisans, and we
should give thanks that such works of beauty are still valued and
appreciated in our world today.

Beauty is such an underrated and undervalued component in our
society today. Beautiful things such as architecture, music, art etc
are reflections of the ultimate beauty, which is God Himself. In
one of his books, the famous Russian author Dostoevsky famously
said that ‘beauty will save the world’. As we enter the Advent and
Christmas seasons, may the beauty we see around us help us to
realise the presence of the Lord who comes to save us and may
that beauty give us hope and improve human life.

Please join us at the 10.30am Mass next Sunday. As | wrote last
week, Pope St John Paul Il started a lovely custom in Rome,
Bambinelli Sunday, where families would bring their baby Jesus
from home to church on this Sunday to be blessed for their
homes. We will do this, and bless our church crib next Sunday and
share coffee and Panettone after the 10.30am Mass. It will be a
good opportunity to get together before Christmas.

There are a number of opportunities for the sacrament of
Reconciliation before Christmas, and these are in the bulletin. In
particular, this coming Thursday night we will have a couple of
visiting priests with us at 7pm for the celebration of the
sacrament. Please join us to prepare for the coming of the Lord.

The Christmas timetable is in the bulletin, along with the dates for
the Seniors lunch and the Anointing Mass.

Let us continue to pray for each other, and ask St John Bosco to
pray for us.

Fr David Cartwright

Parish Priest

Advent Timetable

Tuesdays of Advent (Dec 3, 10, 17):

- Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions 6.30pm, Mass 7pm

Saturdays of Advent (Dec 7, 14, 21):

- Confessions: 4.30pm — 4.50pm

Sundays of Advent (Dec 8, 15, 22):

- Confessions: 10am — 10.20am

Reconciliation before Christmas

This coming Thursday 12 December we have a celebration of
Reconciliation at 7pm. There will be 3 priests available for
the sacrament.

Anointing Mass for sick & elderly parishioners

- Friday 20 December at 9.30am

Christmas Masses

- Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December: 5pm & 9pm
- Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December: 9.30am

Our Spiritual Life

“The Mass is ended, go in Peace”:

I ’

‘;‘ ﬁ\;} Having been nourished at the table
g % of the Lord, with the final greeting,
2 ’ ' < we are invited to become credible
B ‘\:\‘z’ witnesses of Christ and bearers of
SREGRIND peace in the world.

Thanksgiving: Before leaving the church, it is good to pause
(at least for a few moments) to give thanks for the gift
received in Holy Communion, aware that the Lord has come
to visit us. In this way, we can more carefully cherish the

grace within us and be able to face the world with His help.

Christmas Seniors Lunch

The Christmas Seniors Lunch will take place on Wednesday 11
December at 12pm in the Parish Hall.
Cost is $15 per head. Sign-up sheets are in the church foyer.

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook!
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

“Bambinelli” Sunday

Next Sunday 15 December we will bless our church crib at the
10.30am Mass and you are invited to bring your home crib
figures to be blessed also. We will have Panettone and coffee
after Mass.

This morning tea is also an opportunity to thank all those who
support the parish in various ways each year as volunteers
and in ministry. Without your generous help and time we
would not be able to achieve all that we do. God bless you for
your generosity!

"Lead me not into temptation; | can find the way myself."

Our Liturgical Life
The Penitential Act
%% Conscious that the scriptures
'S tell us to reconciled with each
j ¢ )y, other before offering our gifts
- at the altar, the Penitential Act
% provides us with a moment of
silent reflection to ponder and
pray about the things we need

healing and forgiveness for.

So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remem-
ber that your brother or sister has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be recon-
ciled to your brother or sister and then come and offer your
gift. (Matthew 5: 23-24)

Apostles’ Creed

For the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will use the
Apostles’ Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed.

The words of the Apostles’ Creed are on the Mass bulletin.
The Church offers two options for the recitation of the Creed
at Mass on Sundays and Solemnities: either the Apostles’ or
Nicene Creeds.

Wisdom from the Saints

Saint Peter Faber: “Seek grace in the smallest things, and you
will find also grace to accomplish, to believe in, and to hope
for the greatest things.”

Thanksgiving envelopes can be collected from the Church
foyer. Please collect yours as soon as possible.

The Christmas Appeal for St Vincent de Paul will be taken up on
the weekend of 21st & 22nd December.

We welcome our school families and staff at the 5pm Mass this
Saturday as they give thanks to God for the year at St John Bosco.

Mass Intentions this week

Wednesday 9.30am: Sick of the parish
Thursday 9.30am: Adrian Malouf

Friday 9.30am:

Sat 5pm: Students of our school

Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship Corner

ONENT 7, Thank you for your generosity towards

our parish - spiritually, physically and
financially. If you are not a current
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A WAY OF LIVING © - narticipation: please visit our website
or call the parish office.
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Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection)
BSB: 083 - 347
Acct No.: 6568 74974

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our
1st collection)

BSB: 083 - 347

Acct No.: 6616 52479

An option is now available for electronic card contributions
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions
to the Church account (our 2™ collection & parish
expenses) only.

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone.
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Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch :
of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John !
son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went :
through the whole Jordan district proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings
of the prophet Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened
and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shall see the salvation
of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

P. Lift up your hearts.
¢ R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

¢ R. It is right and just.

PREFACE | OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
i who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

- P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink
this Cup, we proclaim your Death,

O Lord, until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
i divine teaching, we dare to say: :
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

- P.The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

. LAMB OF GOD

© All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no
merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to
our rescue with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

of the world, have mercy on us.

: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
i the world, have mercy on us.

: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
- takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
: those called to the supper of the Lamb. :
- R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should :
© enter under my roof, but only say the :
. word and my soul shall be healed.

- COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the

¢ heights, and behold the joy which comes
© to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

i P Replenished by the food of spiritual
nourishment, we humbly beseech you,
¢ O Lord, that, through our partaking in this

mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

the things of earth and hold firm to the
i things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
© R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

¢ P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy

: Spirit.

. R. Amen.

- P.Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
. life.

i R. Thanks be to God.

Bar5:5;4:36

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD

Today’s  Gospel
within history and competing political

places us squarely
leadership. Luke introduces us to the
ascetic and enigmatic figure of John the
Baptiser. There are four elements to
Luke’s presentation of John. He comes
into Luke’s Gospel within the context of
imperial power, local politics and religious
leadership; he proclaims a baptism ‘of
repentance’; his ministry reflects the
liberating words of the ancient prophet,
Isaiah, to prepare for the coming of
the Messiah. Significantly, God’s word
comes to John in the wilderness. This is
the symbolic place of nothingness and
struggle. It’s a marginal and liminal space
and links to Israel’s encounter with God
in their forty years” wanderings.

These four aspects about John speak to
us: We seek to live our contemporary
discipleship with authenticity and fidelity
within a world of power politics and
church struggles; we, too, find ourselves at
times in life’s ‘wilderness’—that symbol
of struggle and nothingness; at the same
time, we seek to honour our baptismal
commitment as we desire to orient our
lives towards God; we prepare ourselves,
in the spirit of Isaiah, for the coming of
our Messiah, Jesus.

This Sunday might become a time
to invite John the Baptist to be our
companion in preparing our hearts for the
birth of Jesus. In the words of Isaiah, we
are invited this Sunday to ‘Prepare a way
for the Lord, make his paths straight’. We
ready our hearts for God’s coming to us in
the anticipated birth of Jesus.

FRrR MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

SEcOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / C

PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD. The season of Advent is a time in which we prepare
for the Lord’s coming. We prepare for the feast of Christmas which commemorates his
first coming as a child in Bethlehem. And we prepare also for his final coming in glory.

We do this by heeding John the Baptist’s call to repentance, and by striving for ‘peace
through integrity, and honour through devotedness’.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will
come to save the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.

GREETING

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy:.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Loxd, have mercy.

P May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

The Gloria is not said during Advent

COLLECT

P Almighty and merciful God, may no
earthly undertaking hinder those who set
out in haste to meet your Son, but may
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us
admittance to his company. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Baruch.

Jerusalem — God will show you splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and
distress,

put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever,

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God
around you,

cf.15a30: 19,30 © gince God means to show your splendour to

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal
on your head:

every nation under heaven,

since the name God gives you for ever will be,
- ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through

devotedness.’

- Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights

and turn your eyes to the east:

- see your sons reassembled from west and east
at the command of the Holy One, jubilant

that God has remembered them.

Though they left you on foot,

with enemies for an escort,

now God brings them back to you

ke royal princes carried back in glory.

For God has decreed the flattening

of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills,
the filling of the valleys to make the ground

level

- so that Israel can walk in safety under the

glory of God.

And the forests and every fragrant tree will

provide shade

for Israel at the command of God;
- for God will guide Israel in joy by the light

of his glory

with his mercy and integrity for escort.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

- RESPONSORIAL PSALM

i R. The Lord has done great things for us; R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

i Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths: all people shall see the
salvation of God. Alleluia!

. GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
¢ R. And with your spirit

Ps125.R. v. 3

we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from

bondage, / it seemed like a dream. / Then
¢ was our mouth filled with laughter, / on our
lips there were songs. R.

2. The heathens themselves said: “What
marvels / the Lord worked for them!” / What

LITURGY OF THE WORD

: were glad. R.

Bar 5:1-9 3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage / as

marvels the Lord worked for us! / Indeed we

- streams in dry land. / Those who are sowing
©in tears / will sing when they reap. R.

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears /
carrying seed for the sowing: / they come
back, they come back, full of song, / carrying
. their sheaves. R.

: SECOND READING

8 DEecemBer 2024

Phil 1:3-6, 8-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
¢ Philippians.

Show yourselves sinless and without blame in
the day of Christ.

¢ Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with
joy, remembering how you have helped to
spread the Good News from the day you first
heard it right up to the present. I am quite
¢ certain that the One who began this good
- work in you will see that it is finished when
the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows
¢ how much I miss you all, loving you as Christ
* Jesus loves you. My prayer is that your love
- for each other may increase more and more
¢ and never stop improving your knowledge
~and deepening your perception so that you
- can always recognise what is best. This will
- help you to become pure and blameless, and
prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you
will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus
- Christ produces in us for the glory and praise
- of God.

The word of the Lord.

Lk 3:4, 6

Lk 3:1-6

- P A reading from the holy Gospel according

¢ to Luke.

. R. Glory to you, O Lord.

All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s
reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his
© brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of



