
St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $634 
Thanksgiving: $1,515 
Loose: $238 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
We pray for all the sick in our community 
  
Recently Deceased:  
Peter Byrne 
 

Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Basil O’Rourke; Joan Cate; Alice Da Costa;  
Beatrice Holmes; Gladys Nin; Santo Corica  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Direct credits can also be made: 
  

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st 
collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
to the Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are 
available for use in the Church foyer before & after weekend 
Mass & electronic receipts are available via QR code.  
You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts 
using this QR code: 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini: “Stretch every fibre of my being, 
dear Lord, that I may more easily fly towards you. May your Spirit, 
which once breathed over the chaos of the earth, give life to all 
the powers of my soul.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Collect   

 

 

 

 
 

assembly again answers ‘amen’ (so be it), giving their assent 
to the petitions expressed in the Collect on their behalf by 
the celebrant. During this part of the Mass we remain   
standing, attentive to the Lord, and giving our attention to 
Him, as when we stand for someone important or an      
important event, like the national anthem. 

"Soul food served here."  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 

 

 

that the Eucharistic Jesus is always waiting for us in the       

tabernacle: He is continually present in our churches and, even 

when no one shows up to pray to Him, He is there, eager to 

speak to the hearts of the faithful who approach Him. Let us 

remember, even during our busy and sometimes distracted 

days, to visit the Blessed Sacrament, to devote even a few 

minutes to offer praise, thanksgiving or to entrust our needs and 

sufferings. The Lord, who certainly “knows what you need be-

fore you ask Him” (Mt 6:8), will not be slow to listen to us. 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

The Collect is addressed to God 
the Father, and concludes with 
praying through Jesus Christ, the 
Son, in union with the Holy Spirit. 
At the end of the Collect, the  

Reposition in the Tabernacle: enriched 
by the gift received in the blessing, we 
accompany the reposing of the  

consecrated Host in the tabernacle with 
reverence, standing up and, if possible, 
singing an appropriate song to greet the 
Lord. All this should help us remember  

  

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

We had a very successful initial meeting of our Parish Pastoral 
Team two weeks ago. Among the things that we discussed were: 

• Parish Jubilee 2025 celebrations 

• Jubilee Prayer campaign 

• Local Jubilee celebrations 

• Jubilee pilgrimage to local shrine 

• Easter Raffle 

• School 75th celebrations  

• Divine Mercy Novena preparations 

• Lenten and Easter activities 

• Parish Finances 

This weekend I would like particularly to speak about our Jubilee 
Prayer campaign which I am inviting all parishioners to participate 
in. The theme that the Holy Father has chosen for this Jubilee Year 
is, ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Our Jubilee Prayer Campaign is a simple way 
of us putting this into practice.  

The invitation is for all of us to spiritually adopt a family member 
or friend who may have lapsed from their faith, or who is some 
spiritual need at this time. We are invited to ‘spiritually bring 
them’ to Mass each Sunday of Lent in our prayers and in our heart. 
We will pray for them each Sunday and in the bulletin each week 
there will be a Lenten suggestion to add to our intention.  

At the end of Lent, we will be asked to invite them to join us for 
the 10.30am Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday where we will have an 
Easter morning tea and draw our Easter Raffle. It is a way of com-
bining our Lenten practices with a practical outreach for those 
who may be in spiritual need.  

During this week I have been visiting the school classes, speaking 
to them about the Jubilee, and being ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. We can be 
pilgrims of hope to others in very small ways, such as an encourag-
ing word, a silent prayer or another small act of charity. Our Jubi-
lee Prayer Campaign is a tangible way for us as a parish communi-
ty, to put this into practice. Remember, with God, nothing is wast-
ed. The prayers and the small things that we do will not be in vain. 

This Saturday evening we welcome our school families and new 
school leaders who will receive their badges after Mass.  

A reminder that we are in urgent need of gifts for our Easter Raffle 
which we would like to get finalised this week. Any assistance is 
greatly appreciated- gifts, vouchers, hampers etc. if these could be 
given to the parish office early this week I would be grateful.  

Let us continue to pray for our Holy Father, and ask St John Bosco 
to pray for us, as we pray for each other. 

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am: sick of the parish 

Thursday 9.30am: vocations 

Friday 9.30am: children of our school 
Sat 5pm: Jubilee Prayer campaign intentions 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Easter Raffle 
We are planning to have an Easter Raffle, which will be drawn after 
Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday (2nd Sunday of Easter). If anyone 
has anything to donate as prizes, we would be very happy to hear 
from you. Please see Fr David or contact the Parish Office. Thank 
you! 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available in the church 
foyer. 

Lenten Timetable 

Wednesday 5 March — Ash Wednesday 

- 9.30am & 7pm Masses.  

- 6.15pm—6.45pm: confessions  

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat. 
 

Fridays of Lent:  

- 7pm: Stations of the Cross (in the church) 
 

Tuesdays of Lent 

- 6.30pm to 6.50pm: Adoration and confessions  

- 7pm: Mass 
 

Confessions 

- Wed — Fri: 9am — 9.20am 

- Saturdays: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 

- Sundays: 10am — 10.20am 

Baptisms 

This weekend we welcome Elliot & Romeo who are to  

become members of the Church through Baptism. Let us 
make them welcome and pray for them and their parents and 
Godparents. 

Commencement of Lent 

Next Sunday at the 10.30am Mass we will have the Lenten    
Procession for the Commencement of the Lenten Season. Please 
gather in the foyer before the 10.30am Mass where we will pray 
and the process into the church with the Litany of the Saints, 
asking their intercession for our Lenten season. 

First Friday 
This coming Friday, 7 March is the First Friday of the month. 
There will be Confessions available from 9am - 9.20am and 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass.  

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) your full 
name and we will add you to our subscription list.  

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


REMOVE THE PLANK
Who thought that the Gospels and 
Jesus’ words are humourless? Today’s 
Gospel reflects on one of the key issues 
that touches all of us and does it in an 
exaggerated and humorous way. It is about 
judging others. In my criticism of others 
and judging them, according to Jesus, I 
ignore the bigger issue: my inability to 
self-reflect and see the larger personal 
weaknesses in my own condemning 
character. Jesus compares the ‘splinter’ 
in the other’s eye to the huge ‘plank’ in 
one’s own. 
The eye, in Luke’s world, was the gateway 
to the soul and the primary organ of 
decision making. For a disciple to be 
critical of others and not recognise the 
plank in their own eye is to be blocked 
from authentic soulful and considered 
living. This plank must be removed by 
careful and sustained spiritual surgery 
through closeness to Jesus. This is the 
ongoing quest for disciples journeying 
with Jesus.  
In the second half of today’s Gospel the 
image turns to the production of sound 
fruit. This is more about authentic 
discipleship than about agricultural 
production. It is again about the heart. 
Jesus’ words encourage Luke’s Gospel’s 
audience, and us, to draw on the heart 
and live from its reservoir of goodness. As 
with the earlier humorous parable about 
seeing, we are invited to see deeply and 
act with integrity so that our hearts can 
grow in goodness. Authentic conduct 
will follow. This is the intent behind 
the Gospel’s final piece of wisdom, that 
‘words flow out of what fills the heart’.    

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.  
No 704. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

Fr Michael Trainor

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

TAKE THE PLANK FROM YOUR OWN EYE FIRST. Let us not presume to pass 
judgement on other peoples’ shortcomings without first subjecting our own conduct 
to honest scrutiny. Perhaps we expect higher standards of moral behaviour from 
others than we require from ourselves. Criticism of the sinner is not infrequently a 
subtle form of self-condemnation in which pride is joined to lack of charity.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 17: 19-20

The Lord became my protector. 
He brought me out to a place of freedom; 
he saved me because he delighted in me.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth 
peace to people of good will. / We praise 
you, / we bless you, / we adore you, / we 
glorify you, / we give you thanks for your 
great glory, / Lord God, heavenly King, / 
O God, almighty Father. / Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / you take 
away the sins of the world, / have mercy on 
us; / you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / you 
alone are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / 
in the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the 
course of our world may be directed by your 
peaceful rule and that your Church may 
rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Sir 27: 4-7

A reading from the Book of Sirach.
Do not praise someone before they have spoken.

In a shaken sieve the rubbish is left behind,
so too the defects of a man appear in his 

talk.
The kiln tests the work of the potter,
the test of a man is in his conversation.
The orchard where the tree grows is judged 

on the quality of its fruit,
similarly a man’s words betray what he feels.
Do not praise a man before he has spoken,
since this is the test of men.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 91: 2-3, 13-16. R. cf. v. 2

R.  Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
1.  It is good to give thanks to the Lord / to 
make music to your name, O Most High, / to 
proclaim your love in the morning / and your 
truth in the watches of the night.  R.

2.  The just will flourish like the palm-tree / 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.  R.

3.  Planted in the house of the Lord / they 
will flourish in the courts of our God, / 
still bearing sap when they are old, / still 
full sap, still green, / to proclaim that the 
Lord is just. / In him, my rock, there is no 
wrong.  R.

SECOND READING	 1 Cor 15: 54-58

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians.
Victory has been given to us through Jesus 
Christ.

When this perishable nature has put on 
imperishability, and when this mortal nature 
has put on immortality, then the words of 
scripture will come true: Death is swallowed 

up in victory. Death, where is your victory? 
Death, where is your sting? Now the sting of 
death is sin, and sin gets its power from the 
Law. So let us thank God for giving us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

  Never give in then, my dear brothers, never 
admit defeat; keep on working at the Lord’s 
work always, knowing that, in the Lord, you 
cannot be labouring in vain.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Phil 2: 15-16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Shine on the world like bright stars; 
you are offering it the word of life. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 6: 39-45

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

A person speaks from what is in his heart.

Jesus told a parable to his disciples. ‘Can one 
blind man guide another? Surely both will fall 
into a pit? The disciple is not superior to his 
teacher; the fully trained disciples will always 
be like his teacher. Why do you observe the 
splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice 
the plank in your own? How can you say to 
your brother, “Brother, let me take out the 
splinter that is in your eye,” when you cannot 
see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take 
the plank out of your own eye first, and then 
you will see clearly enough to take out the 
splinter that is in your brother’s eye.

   ‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten 
fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces 
sound fruit. For every tree can be told by 
its own fruit; people do not pick figs from 
thorns, nor gather grapes from brambles. A 
good man draws what is good from the store 
of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws 
what is bad from the store of badness. For a 
man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. O God, who provide gifts to be offered to 
your name
and count our oblations as signs
of our desire to serve you with devotion,
we ask of your mercy
that what you grant as the source of merit
may also help us to attain merit’s reward.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME

After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

P. The mystery of faith.

All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 

your Cross and Resurrection you have set 

us free.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 

divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the 

glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 

of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 

takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 

those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 12: 6

I will sing to the Lord who has been 

bountiful with me, sing psalms to the 

name of the Lord Most High.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Nourished by your saving gifts,

we beseech your mercy, Lord,

that by this same Sacrament

with which you feed us in the present age,

you may make us partakers of life eternal.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.

2 March 2025Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C


