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Masses

Monday
9am

Tuesday
9am Mass

Wednesday
7Tpm Mass

Thursday
9am Mass

Friday
9am Mass

Saturday
6pm Mass

Sunday
9am, 11lam, 6pm

Please note
Sunday 11am online
Mass is
“temporarily unavaila-
ble”

Reconciliation

Saturdays
10am—10.30am

Homily of Pope Francis
on Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (1 January, 2025)

At the beginning of this new year which the Lord has
granted us, we do well to lift our eyes and hearts to
Mary. For, like a Mother, she points us to her Son.
She brings us back to Jesus; she speaks to us of Jesus;
she leads us to Jesus. The Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God, immerses us once more in the
mystery of Christmas. In Mary’s womb, God became
one of us, and we, who have opened the Holy Door to
inaugurate the Jubilee, are reminded today that “Mary
is the door through which Christ entered this

world” (Saint Ambrose, Ep. 42, 4: PL, VII).

The Apostle Paul sums up this mystery by telling us
that “God sent forth his Son, born of a wom-

an” (Gal 4:4). Those words — “born of a woman” —
echo in our hearts today; they remind us that Jesus,
our Saviour, became flesh and is revealed in the frail-
ty of the flesh.

Born of a woman. Those words bring us back to
Christmas, for the Word became flesh. The Apostle
Paul, in saying that Christ was born of a woman, al-
most senses the need to remind us that God became
truly man through a human womb. There is a tempta-
tion, which many people today find attractive, but can
also mislead many Christians, to imagine or invent a
God “in the abstract”, associated with some vague
religious feeling or fleeting emotion. No. God is tan-
gible, he is human, he was born of a woman; he has a
face and a name, and calls us to have a relationship
with him. Christ Jesus, our Saviour, born of woman,
has flesh and blood. Coming from the bosom of the
Father, he takes flesh in the womb of the Virgin
Mary. From the highest heaven, he comes down to
earth. Son of God, he becomes the Son of man. The
image of the Almighty God, Christ came among us in
weakness; though he was without blemish, “for our
sake, God made him to be sin” (2 Cor 5:21). He was
born of woman; he is one of us. For this reason, he is
able to save us.

Born of a woman. Those words also speak to us of the
humanity of Christ, to tell us that he is revealed in the
frailty of flesh. Born of woman, he comes to us as a
tiny infant. That is why the shepherds who went to
see what the Angel had proclaimed find not extraordi-

nary signs or great displays, but “Mary and Joseph
and the child lying in the manger” (Lk 2:16). They
found a tiny, helpless child in need of his mother’s
care, clothing and milk, caresses and love. Saint Lou-
is-Marie Grignion de Montfort tells us that divine
Wisdom “while certainly able to, did not want to give
himself directly to men, but chose to do so through
the Blessed Virgin. Nor did he want to come into the
world as a full-grown man, with no need of others,
but as a small child, in need of a Mother’s care and
nourishment” (Treatise on True Devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, 139). In the life of Jesus, we see that
this is how God chooses to act: through littleness and
hiddenness. Jesus never yielded to the temptation of
performing great signs and imposing himself on oth-
ers, as the devil had suggested. Instead, he revealed
God’s love in the beauty of his humanity, dwelling in
our midst, sharing our daily life, our efforts and our
dreams, being merciful to those suffering in body and
spirit, giving sight to the blind and strength to the
disheartened. The three attitudes of God are mercy,
closeness and compassion. God comes near to us and
is merciful and compassionate. Let us not forget this.
By the frailty of his humanity and his concern for the
weak and vulnerable, Jesus shows us the face of God.

Sisters and brothers, it is indeed good for us to reflect
on how Mary, the young woman of Nazareth, con-
stantly brings us back to the mystery of Jesus, her
Son. She reminds us that Jesus came in the flesh, and
that we encounter him above all in our daily life, in
our own frail humanity and that of all those whom we
encounter each day. In praying to Our Lady as the
Mother of God, we proclaim that Christ was begotten
of the Father, yet also truly born of a woman. We
proclaim that he is the Lord of time, yet dwells in our
time, indeed this new year, with his loving presence.
We proclaim that he is the Saviour of the world, yet
we are able to encounter him and are called to seek
him in the face of every human being. If he, who is
the Son, became so small as to be held in a mother’s
arms, cared for and nursed, this means that today too
he comes among us in all those who need similar
care: in every sister and brother we meet, in everyone
who needs our attention and tender care.

Let us entrust this new year to Mary, Mother of God.
May we learn, like her, to discover God’s greatness in
the little things of life. May we learn to care for every
child born of a woman, above all by protecting, like
Mary, the precious gift of life: life in the womb, the
lives of children, the lives of the suffering, the poor,
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the elderly, the lonely and the dying. Today, on this World Day of
Peace, all of us are invited to take up the summons that flows from
the maternal heart of Mary: to cherish life, to care for wounded lives
— there are so many wounded lives —, to restore dignity to the lives
of everyone “born of woman”, for this is the basis for building a
culture of peace. For this reason, “I ask for a firm commitment to
respect for the dignity of human life from conception to natural
death, so that each person may cherish his or her own life and all
may look with hope to the future” (Message for the LVIII World
Day of Peace, 1 January 2025).

Mary, the Mother of God and our Mother, awaits us there, at the
crib. She points out to us, as she did to the shepherds, the presence
of the God who always surprises us, who does not come in the maj-
esty of the heavens, but in the littleness of a manger. Let us entrust
to her this new Jubilee Year. Let us entrust to her our questions, our

worries, our sufferings, our joys and all the concerns that we bear in
our hearts. She is our mom, our mother! Let us entrust to her the
whole world, so that hope may be reborn and peace may finally
spring up for all the peoples of the earth.

History tells us that in Ephesus, when the bishops entered the
church, the faithful who were present, with clubs in their hands,
cried out: “Mother of God!”. Surely the clubs were a promise of
what would happen if the bishops did not declare the dogma of the
“Mother of God”. Today we do not have clubs, but we have the
hearts and voices of children. Therefore, all together, let us acclaim
the Holy Mother of God. Let us say all together, emphatically:
“Holy Mother of God!”, three times. Together: “Holy Mother of
God! Holy Mother of God! Holy Mother of God™!

Readings for NEXT WEEK
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

First Reading Jer 1:4-5.17-19

The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated
you; I appointed you a Prophet to the nations. Therefore, gird up
your loins; stand up and tell the people everything that I command
you. Do not break down before them, or I will break you before
them. And I for my part have made you today a fortified city, and
iron pillar, and a bronze wall, against the whole land — against the
kings of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the people of the land.
They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against you,
for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you.”

Psalm

In you, O Lord, I take refuge;

let me never be put to shame.

In you righteousness, deliver me and rescue me;
incline your ear to me and save me:

Be to me rock of refuge,

a strong fortress, to save me,

For you are my rock and my fortress.

Rescue me, O God, from the hand of the wicked

For you, O Lord, are my hope,

my trust, O Lord, from my youth

Upon you I have leaned from my birth;

from my mother’s womb you have been my strength

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,
of your deeds of salvation all day long.

O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds

Second Reading 1 Cor 13:4-13

Brothers and sisters,

strive for the greater gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the
tongues of human beings and of Angels, but do not have love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal If I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I
give away all my possesions, and if [ hand over my body so that |
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient,
love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice in wrong doing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to
an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
but when the complete comes, the partial will come to and end.
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child; when [ am a man, I put an end to childish
ways.

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I
have been fully known. Now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor
To proclaim release to the captives.

Alleluia!
Gospel Mt 5:1-12

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up. He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, as was his custom, and read from the Prophet Isaiah. The eyes
of all were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of
him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his
mouth. They said, “Is not Joseph’s son?” Jesus said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote me this proverb, “Doctor, cure your-
self!” and you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things
that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I
tell you, no Prophet is accepted in his hometown. But the truth is,
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a
severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of
them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also
many lepers in Israel in the time of the Prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.
They got up, drove Jesus out of the town, and led him to the brow
of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl
him off the cliff. But Jesus passed through the midst of them and
went on his way

We are committed to the safety, we[ering and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults




MEMORIAL MASS OF

“FR XAVIER UBAGARASWAMY”

As we announced earlier, sadly Fr Xavier died sudden-
ly in India. His funeral was on Monday 13 January.
We would like to have a memorial Mass of him on

2 February, Sunday 9am Mass. Please join us in re-
membering him.

2025 SACRAMENT PROGRAMS (for children)

Reconciliation (children in grade 4 and have been
baptised in Catholic Church)

Registration form must be in by
Wednesday, 11 February 2025

First Family night Tuesday 25 February at 7pm
(Follow by 3 classes at parish schools or ASRE)

Last Family night Tuesday 25 March at 7pm
Service Tuesday 1 April at 7pm
(depending on the number, maybe 2 shifts)

First Communion ((children in grade 4. Have been
baptised in Catholic Church and received Sacrament
of Reconciliation)

Registration form must be in by
Thursday, 17 April, 2025

First Family Night =~ Tuesday 6 May at 7pm

(Follow by 5 classes at parish schools or ASRE)
Last family night Tuesday 24 June at 7pm
Masses Saturday 28 June

(time TO BE ADVISED depending
on the number maybe 2 sessions)

Confirmation (Children in Grade 6. have been bap-
tised in Catholic Church, have received Sacrament of

Reconciliation and First Communion)

Please note that the registration for this sacrament
is required to be in EARLY IN THE YEAR

Registration form must be in by
Thursday, 17 April, 2025

First Family night ~ Tuesday 16 September at 7pm
(Follow by 4 classes at parish Schools or ASRE)

Last Family Night =~ Tuesday 18 November at 7pm
Session with Bishop To be advised

Masses Saturday 22 November at 2pm
(depending on the number, maybe also at 3.45pm)

** Donation for is $25 per child, per sacrament **

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Will resume on Sunday, 2nd February at 1 1am Mass.

This group is designed to bring the liturgy of the words in a
language which is suitable for all children up to grade 6.
Children in this age bracket are welcome to join in. Howev-
er, please note that all children under 5 years old must be
accompanied by one parent/ guardian.

SAFEGUARDING NEWS

The Man Cave — Empowering boys to become great
men. The Man Cave is Australia’s leading preventative
mental health and emotional intelligence charity for
teenage boys and their communities. Their vision is for
a world in which every man has healthy relationships,
contributes to his community and reaches his full po-
tential. They work to provide young men with impact-
ful programs, positive male role models and accessible
resources. More information can be found at https://
themancave.life/about/

Readings:

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C
Neh 8: 2-6+, 8-10
1 Cor 12: 12-14, 27
Lk 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21

chronic health issues

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C
Jer 1:4-5,17-19
1 Cor 13: 4-13
Lk 4:21-30

church memorial book

www.universalis.com

This weekend we pray for:

Those who are sick

Merlinda B. Szuba, Marian Meade, “Horse” lan Price, Josip Dujic, Hector de Santos, Gladys Torres,
Teariki Sword, Rui Manuel Campos, Ruby Reid, Danny Sugunasekera, Anton Jansz, Dorothy Locke,
Piper Anne Spriggs, Grace Sprigg, Ronella Tyrell and All those in aged care or homebound with

Those who have died

Fr Xavier Ubagaraswamy, Isabel Florindo, Lionel Alwis, William Cham, Martin Fonseca, Tony Gan-
gemi, Telesia Litia Dunlop, Angela La Sala, Carmen Lisk, Giorgio Fuda, Rajendra George Rasiah,
Nigel Macleod, Donald Macleod, Cynthia Macleod, Percy Macleod and all who are named in our

May they rest in peace
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GETTING INVOLVED IN OUR PARISH
If you wish to get involved in our parish, please do not hesitate to contact Parish Office and we will be able to help you.

Please also note that the Parish Pastoral Council are exploring avenues in which we can deepen our faith as individuals
and as a community. This year, we plan to organise formation programs which primarily focuses on growing in our faith.
It incorporates the catechetical, liturgical and pastoral ministries. Next weekend, 1-2 February 2025, we will run a survey
for this purpose. Please take part in the survey.

St Paul Apostle Parish Endeavour Hills
MINISTERS OF WORD/ COMMENTATORS 2025

Saturday—6pm Sunday 9am Sunday 11am Sunday 6pm
1* Sunday Mary Pegram Virendra Jayetileke Anne Astin Stephen Nasalio
’ Liz Spear Alvita Dias Rinku Arora Diane Heaton
2" Sunday Marg Daly Grace Sudjono Mars Sota Charlene Nheu
— Liseby Lapierre Rosa Mitchell Beth Sota Mignonne Meerwald
3 Sunday Liz Flood Agnes Giam Anne Astin Jeremy Ferrao
y Trevor Saldanha William Round Cecilia Tan Reg Young
4" Sunday Mark Rolfe Mary Moore I\Y{::;nlie;}:?:wm Marg Keating
y Karen Rolfe Jodicee Tenisio William Roncon
5™ Sunday Marg Daly Grace Sudjono Mary Heaton Lakni Weerasekera
) Trevor Saldanha Janina Gorski Jennifer Tanti Charlene Nheu
St Paul Apostle Parish Endeavour Hills
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 2025
Saturday—6pm Sunday 9am Sunday 11am Sunday 6pm
Riona Alveyn Nila Fernando Vianney Clark Anne Kankanige
1* Sunda Lionel Alveyn Rosa Mitchell Antoniette Gargano Peng Chee
y y g g
Lien Phan Rohan Wickramasinghe |Florence Madeira Vonny Lai
Gertrude Akom Sig Romano Sharon Normington  |Jenny Catania
g Sunday Mima Arena Esteban Morales Jean Jansz Brendan Keating
Carmeline Don Paul  |Aloma Pereira Naomi Falo Lakni Weerasekera
Celine Quinless Mary Moore Florence Madeira Vonny Lai
3rd Sunday Riona Alveyn Nila Fernando Sai Dilinger Charlene Nheu
Lionel Alveyn Rosa Mitchell Binitha Mathew Marg Keating
Bernie Henstridge Aloma Pereira Vianney Clark Swineetha Disanayake
4™ Sunday Lien Phan Mary Moore Stephen Herbert Dominque Maclou
Celine Quinless Rohan Wickramasinghe |Lauren Rafferty Jenny Catania
Bernie Henstridge Sig Romano Binitha Mathew Ayomi Fernandez
5th Sunday Carmeline Don Paul  |Esteban Morales Stephen Herbert Peng Chee
Mima Arena Nila Fernando Sharon Normington  |Jenny Catania




