
St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:               5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:                      10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request, please call Fr David 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $1,115 
Thanksgiving: $1,451 
Loose: $307 
 

The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, Retired and 
sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, utilities, 
insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
We pray for all the sick in our community 
 
Recently Deceased:  
We pray for all the recently deceased in our community 
 
Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Nikola Maglic; Carl Mazzone; Mary Comerford; Josie Fitzgerald; 
Desmond Slattery  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Direct credits can also be made: 
  

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st 
collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
to the Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are 
available for use in the Church foyer before & after weekend 
Mass & electronic receipts are available via QR code.  
You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts 
using this QR code: 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint John Paul II: “Man is in the middle between God and  
nothingness, and he must choose.” 

Our Liturgical Life   
The Liturgy of the Word    

 

 

 

 

 

consider what has been said and to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us 
in the silence. A Lector (and Cantor) proclaims the First Reading, Re-
sponsorial Psalm and the Second Reading. The Alleluia Verse is fittingly 
sung (or Verse before the Gospel during Lent) and the deacon or priest 
proclaims the Gospel. 

"God answers kneemail!" 

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 
 

from confident trust to apprehensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, 
from firm conviction to hesitation and doubt. Often we come across  
people who are discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about the  future, 
as if nothing could possibly bring them happiness. For all of us, may the 
Jubilee be an opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word helps us 
find reasons for that hope.”  

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

The proclamation of the Word of God in 
the readings is most important. They need 
to be read well, slowly, clearly and with 
appropriate emphasis. It is fitting that a 
small time of silence is observed between 
the readings to allow us to ponder and  

“Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each 

person, hope dwells as the desire and expectation of 

good things to come, despite our not knowing what the 

future may bring. Even so, uncertainty about the future  

may at times give rise to conflicting feelings, ranging  

  

 

 

 
Dear friends, 

 You may have noticed that historically, many churches are built on hills. I 
recall being told many years ago a story about the Archbishop of Brisbane at 
the time, who ordered all churches to be built on hills for visibility and out of a 
sense of Catholic triumphalism (and no doubt some Irish pride!). The story is 
probably fictitious, but it raises an interesting point in relation to the Gospel 
today.  

The disciples encountered the transfigured Jesus on top of the mountain. If 
you have been to the Holy Land, you will know that Mt Tabor, the traditional 
site of this event, is a very steep mountain. As well, many instances in the 
scriptures recall the encounter with the Lord being on a high mountain. 
Coming away from the things of the world, whether it is on a high mountain, 
or in a suburban parish church, is an important message today. We need time 
away from the ordinary worries and burdens of life to encounter Jesus.  
Leaving things behind (even for an hour a week) is an important reminder for 
all of us in our Lenten pilgrimage. Thank you for making the time to be here 
each week. 

This coming Wednesday is the Solemnity of St Joseph, and we will bless the 
new statue of St John Bosco, generously donated by a parishioner. There will 
be morning tea to follow.  

On Friday at the 9.30am Mass we will have the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.  

Tickets for our Easter Raffle will go on sale this weekend and will continue 
until we draw the raffle on the Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sun-
day. My special thanks to the generous donors of the raffle prizes, very  
generous indeed. The proceeds from the raffle will go towards the expenses 
of Easter in the parish (holy water bottles, sacristy needs etc,) as well as going 
towards the cost of the new Lenten Altar frontal that you see in the church 
this weekend.  

In two weeks time, there will be a slight alteration to the Parish Office hours. 
The Office will be open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only. From April 
1, Charles will commence some part time assistance at St Martin’s Parish as 
Paula, the current secretary there, prepares for retirement later this year.  

A reminder that our Lenten timetable includes extra time for Adoration, 
Confessions and an evening Mass on Tuesdays, as well as Stations of the Cross 
on Friday evenings.  

On Monday we celebrate the Solemnity of St Patrick, the patron of our   
Archdiocese and our Cathedral. Happy Feast to especially to our Irish      
parishioners. It is likely that St Patrick was born in present day England and 
became a missionary to the Irish people. May he intercede for us in         
Melbourne and beyond! We might ask the intercession of St Patrick also for 
our Jubilee Prayer campaign intentions.  

Let us continue to pray for each other and ask St John Bosco to pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am:  Jubilee Prayer Campaign 
Thursday 9.30am:  
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm: Jubilee Prayer campaign intentions 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available in the 
church foyer. 

Lenten Timetable 

Fridays of Lent:  

- 7pm: Stations of the Cross (in the church) 

Tuesdays of Lent 

- 6.30pm to 6.50pm: Adoration and confessions  

- 7pm: Mass 

Confessions during Lent 

- Wed — Fri: 9am — 9.20am 

- Saturdays: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 

- Sundays: 10am — 10.20am 

Jubilee Prayer Campaign Prayer 
God our loving Father, 
In this Jubilee year we are called to be Pilgrims of Hope. 
Together we pray for those whom we especially commend to you in this Jubilee 
Prayer Campaign. 
(pause for silent prayer) 
Lord, we ask you to touch their hearts with your grace and love and peace.  
May each our us continue to be Pilgrims of Hope to all those we meet and 
bring your Good News to the world in this   Jubilee Year, especially those most 
in need at this time.  
We ask you to hear these prayers, in union with St John Bosco and all the 
saints.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

Jubilee Prayer Campaign 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

- Offer a small penance this week (skipping a snack or a meal) for the 
person or intention in the Jubilee Prayer Campaign 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Commences Good Friday after Stations of the Cross, 11am 

• Holy Saturday: Rosary & Novena Prayers 9.30am 

• Easter Sunday: Rosary & Novena at 9.30am, followed by Mass at 

10.30am  

• Easter Monday (21 April) – Easter Saturday (26 April):  

     Rosary at 9am, followed by Mass & Novena each day. 

• Divine Mercy Sunday (27 April): Rosary & Novena at 9.30am,     fol-

lowed by Mass at 10.30am.  

- Confessions: 9am – 10am  

- Drawing of Easter Raffle & Morning Tea after 10.30am Mass 

Easter Timetable 

Palm Sunday 

- Saturday 12 April - 5pm Vigil Mass 

- Sunday 13 April - 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass 

Holy Thursday - 17 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper 

Good Friday - 18 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 11am: Stations of the Cross 

- 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

Holy Saturday - 19 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday - 20 April 

- 10.30am: Easter Mass 

Baptisms 

This weekend we welcome Emma & Maggie, who are to become mem-
bers of the Church through Baptism. Let us make them welcome and 
pray for them and their parents and Godparents. 

New Statue of St John Bosco & Fr David’s birthday 
A generous donor has given a statue of St John Bosco to the parish. We 
will bless this statue at Mass on Wed 19 March, the Solemnity of St 
Joseph, followed by morning tea to help celebrate Fr David’s birthday.  

Anointing of the Sick 
This coming Friday at the 9.30am Mass we will have the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick during Mass.  

Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all those generous people who donated to our Easter Raffle. 
Tickets will be on sale this weekend , and until Easter. Cost of the tickets 
are $2 each, 3 for $5 or 15 for $10. The funds Raised will go towards the 
costs of Easter in the parish and the new altar cloth and vestments in the 
church. 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


PRAYER IS KEY
On this Sunday we accompany Jesus up 
a mountain with three of his first-called 
disciples, Peter, John and James. The 
intention of Jesus’ mountain-ascent, as 
Luke notes, is ‘to pray’. 

Luke locates this event at the beginning 
of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, where 
suffering and death await. This journey 
will occupy almost half the Gospel. 
The journey is one of instruction. Jesus 
instructs his disciples, Luke’s audience 
and us on how to be authentic in a 
culture where status and materialism 
seduce. Prayer is key. Like the prophets 
of the First Testament, Jesus, the prophet, 
speaks truth and confronts compromised 
leadership. This will come at a high cost. 
Luke’s Jesus knows this. The mountain is 
sacred, perceived as closer to the Heavens 
and God’s abode. Jesus prays to God 
seeking discernment in what will unfold. 

This prayer, in which the disciples are also 
caught up, brings him into communion 
with two First Testament figures, Moses 
and Elijah, representatives of the Torah 
(Moses, whom Israelites believed inspired 
the first five books of the Bible) and 
the Prophets (Elijah). Their presence 
is Luke’s reminder that God’s loving 
accompaniment of and revelation to the 
Israelites continued through Jesus into 
Luke’s day. This scene is helpful for 
our Lenten journey. Prayer, especially 
in times of struggle and the search for 
discernment, is key.  
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A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.  
No 706. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH. In today’s Gospel Jesus takes three of his disciples 
aside and reveals himself to them in his glory as the Son of God. His aim is to 
strengthen their faith in him as they make the difficult journey to Calvary. Jesus does 
something similar for us in the Sunday Eucharist. He invites us to step aside from our 
daily chores to pray, to listen to his word and be nourished by him. Strengthened, we 
go out from Mass ready to take up our journey along the way of the cross.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 26:8-9

Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his 
face. It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face from me.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who have commanded us to listen 
to your beloved Son, be pleased, we pray, to 
nourish us inwardly by your word, that, with 
spiritual sight made pure, we may rejoice to 
behold your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Gen 15:5-12, 17-18

A reading from the book of Genesis
God made a covenant with Abraham, his 
faithful servant.

Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look 
up to heaven and count the stars if you can. 

Such will be your descendants’ he told him. 
Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted 
this as making him justified.

  ‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought 
you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you 
heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord, the Lord’ Abram 
replied ‘how am I to know that I shall inherit 
it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old 
heifer, a three-year-old goat, a three-year-old 
ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ He 
brought him all these, cut them in half and 
put half on one side and half facing it on the 
other; but the birds he did not cut in half. 
Birds of prey came down on the carcasses but 
Abram drove them off.

  Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into 
a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When 
the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there 
appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand 
that went between the halves. That day the 
Lord made a Covenant with Abram in these 
terms:

  ‘To your descendants I give this land,
  from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 26:1, 7-9, 13-14. R. v. 1

R.	The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1.  The Lord is my light and my help; / 
whom shall I fear? / The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; / before whom shall 
I shrink?  R.

2.  O Lord, hear my voice when I call; / have 
mercy and answer. / Of you my heart has 
spoken: / ‘Seek his face.’  R.

3.  It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; / hide 
not your face. / Dismiss not your servant in 
anger; / you have been my help.  R.

4.  I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness / 
in the land of the living. / Hope in him, hold 
firm and take heart. / Hope in the Lord!  R.

SECOND READING	 Phil 3:20–4:1

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians
Christ will transfigure these bodies of ours into 
copies of his glorious body.

For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from 

heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure 
these wretched bodies of ours into copies of 
his glorious body. He will do that by the same 
power with which he can subdue the whole 
universe.

  So then, my brothers and dear friends, do 
not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. 
I miss you very much, dear friends; you are 
my joy and my crown.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God
Longer form, Phil 3:17–4:1.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 17:5 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s 
voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL	 Lk 9:28-36

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his face was 
changed, and his clothing became brilliant as 
lightning.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James and went up the mountain to pray. As 
he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed 
and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. 
Suddenly there were two men there talking to 
him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in 
glory, and they were speaking of his passing 

which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Peter and his companions were heavy with 
sleep, but they kept awake and saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. As these 
were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, 
it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us 
make three tents, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what 
he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and 
covered them with shadow; and when they 
went into the cloud the disciples were afraid. 
And a voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This 
is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him’. 
And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone. The disciples kept silence and, 
at that time, told no one what they had seen.

  The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH  APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. May this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,
cleanse us of our faults
and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 

After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Mt 17:5

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. As we receive these glorious mysteries,
we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,
for allowing us while still on earth
to be partakers even now of the things of 
heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life.
R. Thanks be to God.

16 March 2025Second Sunday of Lent / C


