“ST. MARY;S PARISH

5t January, 2025

LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY ¢
Epiphany of the Lord - Year C
Lancefield Church Romsey Church
27 Chauncey Street 85 Main Street
Lancefield Romsey

EVERYONE WELCOME

CONTINUING PRAYER LIST:
Please pray also for the following who are in continuing need of our prayers: Merle Trembath,
Christine Cheney, Kath Ireland, Gwen DeCarolis, Brendan Coburn & Vittoria Cafari.

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

Sat Jan 4th — 6:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass — LF

Sun Jan 51— 9am Sunday Mass — Rom Note_.
Wed  Jan 8" —9:30am Weekday Mass — LF There will be
Thur  Jan 9™ — 9:30am Weekday Mass — Rom NO

Fri Jan 10" — 9:30am Weekday Mass — LF HEALING
Sat Jan 11" — 10am Reconciliation — Woodend MASS
Sat Jan 11— 6:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass — LF in January

Sun Jan 12" — 9am Sunday Mass — LF

New Year’s Day Message from Fr John

What do Birthdays, anniversaries and the New Year have in common? The well-wisher’s
desire for the one whose special day it is to have prosperity, a good life, and good health,
joy and happiness.

Each of these occasions marks a milestone — another year gone by. In celebrating Mary
the Mother God on January 1%t we are reminded that Mary had reached a milestone. Her
time was completed, she has given birth, and she has become the mother of an infant child
and is now visited by the shepherds.

What are some of the images of New Year? The CLOCK is an important one, we watch
it as the last 10 secs are counted down and then there is singing, shouting, embraces.
Village life, daily life was given order and time by the sounding of the town clock, no
hand watches. In our days clocks have taken on a different role. They may not necessarily
summon us to prayer, but rather fill every hour, minute, second of our lives with business
and often leave no time for God, ourselves or others.

When the shepherds came to visit what did Mary do, run around making cups of tea,
offering scones or seeing that everything was in the right place. No. As for Mary, she
treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart.

I wonder when was the last time that we allowed ourselves to ponder?

A new year is beginning and the church gives us 2 things to do.

15t To begin year with a blessing — those wonderful words from the book of numbers:

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord let his face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.”

2" That Mary is given to us as a model for the year ahead and the modelling she does for
us today is that of pondering, taking time to treasure the wonder of the moment in our
heart.

In a sense we are being invited once again to consider how we might live this coming
year — always looking at our watch and allowing time to push us along or to be like Mary
and take time to ponder, to treasure. Wishing you all every Blessing for 2025.
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CHILD PROTECTION
is everyone’s responsibility
Safety of Children and
All Vulnerable People
We hold the care, safety and
wellbeing of children and all
vulnerable people as a central and
fundamental responsibility for our
community. The St. Mary’s
Safeguarding Children and Young
People Policy is on display on the
church noticeboards or via the
parish office.
Diocesan Policies available at
www.melbournecatholic.org

All children leaving the church
during Mass must be accompanied
by a parent.
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Fr. John Healy
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"Living Word

The Epiphany of the Lord

5 January 2025

First Reading Is60:1-6
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light
has come,

the glory of the Lord is rising on you,

though night still covers the earth

and darkness the peoples.

Above you the Lord now rises

and above you his glory appears.

The nations come to your light

and kings to your dawning brightness.

Lift up your eyes and look round:

all are assembling and coming towards you,
your sons from far away

and your daughters being tenderly carried.

At this sight you will grow radiant,
your heart throbbing and full;

since the riches of the sea will flow 0 you;
the wealth of the nations come to you;

camels in throngs will cover you,

and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come,

bringing gold and incense

and singing the praise of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will
adore you.

1. 0 God, give your judgement 10 the King,
to a king's son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea 10 sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. (R.)

4. For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the neady who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 3:2-3, 5-6

The revelation means that pagans now share the same
inheritance, that they are parts of the same body.

You have probably heard how | have been
entrusted by God with the grace he meant
for you, and that it was by a revelation that
| was given the knowledge of the mystery.
This mystery that has now been revealed

through the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets was unknown to any men in past
generations; it means that pagans now
share the same inheritance, that they are
parts of the same body, and that the same
promise has been made to them, in Christ
Jesus, through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation mt2:2

Alleluia, alleluia!

We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel mMmMt2:1-12
We have come from the East to worship the king.

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some
wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have
come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was
the whole of Jerusalem. He called together
all the chief priests and the scribes of the
people, and enquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in
Judaea,” they told him, Tor this is what the
prophet wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

you are by no means least among the
leaders of Judah,

for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to
see him privately. He asked them the exact
date on which the star had appeared, and
sent them on to Bethlehem. "Go and find
out all about the child,” he said ‘and when
you have found him, let me know, so that
| too may go and do him homage.” Having
listened to what the king had to say, they
set out. And there in front of them was the
star they had seen rising; it went forward
and halted over the place where the child
was. The sight of the star filled them with
delight, and going into the house they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and falling
to their knees they did him homage. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.
But they were warned in a dream not to go
back t0 Herod, and returned to their own
country by a different way.
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Unlike the writers of the horoscope
columns in our newspapers, these Wise
Men were scholar astrologers, probably
from Syria or Irag. They believed that
the stars controlled the destiny of
human beings, but they were open
enough to the Hebrew scriptures to be
led to the amazing discovery of a star-
child in Bethlehem.

They knelt before this baby, doing
homage, because they realised that the
stars did not control this infant, but that
there was something of this baby which
caused the night sky to respond! They
preserved the child from the deadly
schemes of Herod, and then they
returmed to their home country, by a
different way’. They were on a different
Jjoumney after encountering the Child.

Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led
these wise men from the East to the
manger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at
work in every human being, prompting
each and every one 10 become seekers
after Truth.

As a person responds to this prompting
and tries to lead a good humane life,
then the Church teaches that the Holy
Spirit ¢can draw them into the saving life
of God. Thus, billions in China and India
who have never heard the Gospel, can
be saved. But, such persons do not
savour the fullness of Truth as we do
with the priviiege of having the
scriptures and the sacraments. Where it
is possible, we are obliged to offer them
the road map to the Truth.

We can take a moment to affirm our
faith in the baby in the manger as the
One of whom Dante spoke: ‘the Love
which moves the sun and other stars’.
Come, let us adore him.

mtate@bigpond. com




MYSTERY OF FAITH

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection

you have set us free.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL — RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer.

R: We pray for ourselves and the special needs of all in our parish community. We
pray for those who are sick — especially those on our parish prayer list — the
frail, and for all who care for them. For the faithful departed: for those who
have died recently, especially Marie Clatworthy and for those whose
anniversaries occur at this time, especially Jack Martin, Jack Coburn & Hilda
Whitworth.
We pray to the Lord.

All  BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY PRAYER

Lord, hear our prayer.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and special blessings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries
during the month of January. May your journey through life be filled with daily treasures,
and may you always be open Wllllng and readé to share our blessings with others.

Birthdays: Ged McCarthy, Betty Peacock, John Barry, Joe Lewandowski, Rose
McCarthy and a Very Big Happy Birthday to Archer Tully!

Anniversaries:

Michael & Jules McCarthy — 17 years!

All HAIL MARY
All JUBILEE PRAYER
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son,
Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when,
with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.
Amen.
Collections last week

Presbytery $342
1% collection: Preshytery & Priest
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Ministry Roster  04/01/25 05/01/25 11/01/25 12/01/25
6:30pm 9:00am 6:30pm 9:00am
As there are no Rosters during January Volunteers are to share
responsibilities each week between who is available at any given Mass

Thanksgiving $445
2™ collection: Thanksgiving (envelope)

Next week’s readings: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Thank You
Location Lancefield Romsey Lancefield Lancefield
SECRETARY ANNUAL LEAVE EXTRA MASS

means extra help needed.
Rosters for 2025 will be
produced shortly.
Could Readers please
advise which Masses they
are happy to attend if
rostered on for reading.

Tam will be taking some time off throughout January
but will still attend the office one day per week to do
the most urgent of tasks.

From January 1% to the 31 the office will only be
manned on Fridays.

If you have any queries during this time, email would
be the best option and I can reply as time permits.

St. Mary's Food Drive - CatholicCare Victoria
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this year’s Food Drive!
I have a nice carload full of food and coats to give to CatholicCare to distribute
amongst their homeless and refugee communities.

WEEKLY MASS TIMES
St. Mary’s Parish
Sunday’s at 9:00am
Saturday’s at 6:30pm
4/1/25 — Lancefield
5/1/25 — Romsey
11/1/25 — Lancefield
12/1/25 — Lancefield
18/1/25 — Lancefield
19/1/25 — Romsey
HEALING MASS

1%t Saturday at 10:00am
NO HEALING MASS JANUARY
01/02/25 — Romsey

WEEKLY MASS TIMES

St. Ambrose Parish - Woodend
Saturday 5:00pm

Sunday 11:00am

Wednesday, Thursday

& Friday 9:30am

Baptism

As arranged with the Parish
Secretary on the 4" Sunday
of the month

Marriages

Arranged by appointment with
at least 6 months’ notice.
Please contact parish office.

Funerals
Contact Fr. John directly.
Contact Fr. Brian directly.

Reconciliation

Second Saturday of the month at
Woodend 10am-10:30am

Third Saturday of the month at
Lancefield 10am-10:30am

Thanksgiving

Any parishioner wishing to join
the Thanksgiving program is
invited to contact Tammie at the
parish office to arrange some
Thanksgiving envelopes.
Thanksgiving contributions by
Direct Debit or Credit Card
welcome.

Welcome

St. Mary’s Parish community
warmly welcomes visitors and
new parishioners. We invite new
parishioners to introduce
yourself to Fr. John/Fr. Brian, fill
in a census card located in the
church foyer and place in either
collection or contact Tammie
directly at the parish office.

Volunteering Ministries

A current Working with Children
Check is required to volunteer
within the parish.

Help is always welcome!

Power Point operator at Mass
Reader of the Word
Church Cleaning & Gardening
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Wordsearch

Try to find these words:

east
frankincense
gold
house
important
kneeled
myrrh
search
gecretly
star
warned
wise
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SAVE THE DATE - 9™ FEBRUARY 2024 - 11am
St. Brigid's Parish will celebrate the 150™ Anniversary of Gisborne Church.,
Mass will commence at 11:00am and will also be live streamed. Memorabilia display, activities & food
vendors to follow between 12 & 4pm. Learn more about the St. Brigid's Church story and meet
or reconnect with present and past parishioners.

EVERYONE WELCOME

Cnr Brook & Barkly
Streets
Sunbury

Leaders in
Service and Care

©

TOBIN BROTHERS

(INCORPORATING

FUNERALS TE|: 9740 9500 O’'CONNOR FUNERALS)
ROMSEY Joel Caspersz
VIC 3434 Cabinet Maker

0425 854 370
joel@measuredjoinery.com.au
admin@measuredjoinery.com.au

find us on facebook
and
instagram

v' Tax & AccountingServices
v Business Advisory Services
v’ Financial Advice & Investments
v' Superannuation & Retirement Planning
v’ Self Managed Superannuation
v" Income Protection & Life Insurance

Your local financial experts.

www.blackwoodadvisory.au

tim.mccarthy@blackwoodadvisory.au
0403 036 654
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PRIEST & PRESBYTERY BY
DIRECT DEBIT

Anyone not already contributing to
the Priest & Presbytery expenses who
would like to contribute may do so by
direct debit to the acct below:

St. Mary’s Presbytery Account
NAB

BSB: 083 347

Acct: 64151 8467

Please use your surname as the
reference.

TJ Scott & Son
Funeral Directors

Kyneton 54226455  Gisborne 54284155 Lancefield & Romsey
Now also at 23 Sydney Street, Kilmore 57821112

Our familv helpina vours. when vou need it most — John. Kellv, Jack & Daniel Scott

75 years of care

Andrew Baddeley | Podiatrist
ROMSEY | 5429 5254 | 99 Main St
RIDDELLS CREEK | 5428 7591 | 9 Station St

Do you have foot
roblems?
p "”‘

THANKSGIVING BY DIRECT
DEBIT

Anyone not already on the
Thanksgiving Program who would
like to contribute to the Church may
do so by direct debit to the acct
below:

St. Mary’s Church Account
NAB

BSB: 083 347

Acct: 64150 3257

Please use your surname and TG
number as the reference.
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