
 

 



 

 

The Parish of St Joseph’s, Elsternwick & Holy Cross, Caulfield South 
Parish Office: 707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162  95238407    elsternwick@cam.org.au   

 P.O.Box 664, Elsternwick 3185  www.melbcatholic.org/stjosephholycross 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (cf. Isa 45:8) 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened 
and bring forth a Saviour. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Isa 7:14) 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his 
name will be called Emmanuel. 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  

 

Those who are ill*: Tony Messina, Paulette Dobbin, Carol 
Burgess, Pam O’Reilly, Bernie Smith, Marie Gaudry 
* Names will be published for a month, unless otherwise requested. 
 
 

Recently Deceased: - 
 
 

Death Anniversary: - 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Rev Fr Leenus Neetany SAC  
Permanent Deacon: Rev John Lam 
Parish Coordinator: Joanna Lam 
 

ST JOSEPH’S, ELSTERNWICK 
 

71 Orrong Road, Elsternwick 3185 
 

Mass        
Friday 10:00am, Saturday 6:30pm and Sunday 10:30am  
 

Reconciliation 
Friday after Mass, Saturday 6:00pm 
 

HOLY CROSS, CAULFIELD SOUTH 
 

707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162 
 

Mass 
Thursday 10:00am and Sunday 9:00am  
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday after Mass 
 

ST ANTHONY’S, GLEN HUNTLY 
 

74, Grange Road, Glen Huntly 3163 
In Residence: Fr Pat Jackson SAC, Br Lindsay Rust SAC 
 

Mass 
Monday - Saturday 9:15am 
Saturday 6:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm 
 

Reconciliation 
30-mins before all Masses & Saturday 9:45-10:10am 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving & Special Collections 
Church: $TBA  Presbytery: $TBA 
Special Collection: - 
 

Next Week’s Roster 
 

Lectors: 
Saturday 6:30pm Young Adults 
Sunday 9:00am A Powell 10:30am  E Galero 
 

Counters: No Counting 
 

Upcoming Week’s Liturgical Calendar 

Thu 25 Dec: The Nativity of the Lord 

Fri 26 Dec: St Stephen 

Sat 27 Dec: St John 

Sun 28 Dec: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Thanksgiving 

Carols by Candlelight at St Anthony’s 
We thank all the volunteers who helped and all participants 
and organisers of last Sunday’s Carols by Candlelight. 

This was a successful joint event by the sister Parishes of 
St Joseph’s & Holy Cross and St Anthony’s & St Aloysius. 

Thank you all and God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

Columban Calendars and Vinnies Christmas Cards  

• Calendars $10.00 each 

• Christmas Cards $5.00 per pack of 5 cards 

Christmas Hampers 

Thank you for all your kind donations for the food parcels 
we will be putting together for our Conference’s 
Companions this Christmas.  

 

Christmas 2025 & New Year 2026 
St Joseph’s, Elsternwick  

Holy Cross, Caulfield South 
 

1st Rite of Reconciliation * Saturday 20 December 

5:30pm Reconciliation - St Joseph’s 

Christmas Eve * Wednesday 24 December  

6:00pm Carols, 6:30pm Vigil Mass - St Joseph’s 

8:30pm Carols, 9:00pm Vigil Mass - Holy Cross 

Christmas Day * Thursday 25 December  

9:00am Mass - Holy Cross 

10:30am Mass - St Joseph’s 

New Year's Day * Thursday 1 January  

10:00am Mass - Holy Cross 

 

Young Adults & Youth Mass - 27 December 
We look forward to celebrating Mass with the Young Adults 
and Youth from our 3 churches.  

This is an initiative from the Young Adults’ Group to host 
the 6:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of 
every month at St Joseph’s Church.  

Our Young Adults are aged 18-35 and our Youth are those 
aged 7-17. For the slightly older but still young-at-heart, 
you are most welcome to join the group as Youth 
Coordinators; to support the Young Adults and also to 
guide our Youth at Mass and during fellowship.  

This will be the first gathering after the recently 
concluded ACYF-2025. Please encourage our youth 
and young people to attend. 



 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus, 
This Sunday, we are entering the 
fourth Week of Advent. The lighting of 
the last candle of the Advent wreath 
will announce the imminent birth of 
Christ. 
In preparing ourselves for a worthy celebration of the birth 
of Christ, we could reflect on the theme of Trust as found in 
Mary and Joseph. Mary trusted the angel Gabriel, who 
brought her the message from God. Mary trusted the 
message itself. Mary trusted God who sent the angel with 
the message. She trusted in the promise of God and in his 
plan for our salvation.  
In turn God trusted Mary. God also trusted in Mary’s 
consent. God trusted that Mary would remain faithful to her 
word till the end. God trusted also the angel, that the angel 
would convey the right message to the right person. 
In the same way, we see that Joseph trusted the angel who 
appeared to him in a dream. He trusted the words of the 
angel, and thus trusted God who sent the angel. And in turn 
God trusted Joseph. We again see Joseph trusting Mary 
and Mary trusting Joseph.  
They could easily trust each other because they 
themselves were trustworthy. Because of their 
trustworthiness God entrusted with them our Saviour. 
“Trust” has an important role in our lives too. 
Our relationship with God is also based on trust. God 
places his trust in us and we place our trust in God. If any 
of God’s plans is going to take effect in our lives, we have 
to trust in God and be trustworthy. And our prayers are best 
heard when we trust and prove ourselves to be trustworthy.  
Every one of us likes to be trusted. God too likes to be 
trusted. Jesus in his apparition to St Faustina demanded 
that a title be inscribed on his picture, “Jesus I trust in you”. 
It shows that Jesus loves to be trusted, and He is 100% 
trustworthy. We can count on him.  
Let us most willingly place all our trust in the Lord, as he is 
eager to be born for and in us. Let our lives prove that we 
are trustworthy. God bless! 
Fr Leenus. 

Fr Pat’s Birthday Celebration  
Fr Pat’s 90th birthday is on 30th January 
2026. We, together with our sister Parish 
of St Anthony’s, will celebrate the occasion 
on Sunday, 1st February at St Anthony’s 
Parish Hall after the 11am Mass.  

We seek expressions of interest in forming an organising 
team. Please contact the Parish Office. 

Christmas Day Dinner 2025  
We all know that December can be 
a difficult time for many and 2025 
is no exception.  

So, as always, we ask for your 
help to reach out to others. We are 
expecting to prepare over 400+ 

meals on Christmas Day.  

The Tony’s Café Team will be setting up at the hall on 
Sunday after 11 am Mass and would be glad of some help 
to carry trestles and chairs and to blow up some balloons.  

Donations of shortbread, cake and Christmas pudding are 
still needed. We would also welcome some more 
volunteers on the day.  

Despite these small shortfalls, we are always happy to 
welcome last minute guests, either to a sit down meal; or a 
takeaway meal; or a home delivery for local people who are 
housebound. Both yellow and green forms can be collected 
from the doors of St Anthony’s Church, or the Parish 
House, 74 Grange Road.  

For more information please contact us via email 
stanthony.christmasdinner@gmail.com or call 0458-702118 

Donations to the Dinner can also be made to: 

Account name: St Anthony’s Parish Tony’s Café   

BSB 083-347  Account number 227-402-477 

(Reference Christmas Dinner) 

For more info email stanthony.christmasdinner@gmail.com 
or call 9401-6336. Thank you all for your support.  
 

Note: After the Christmas Day Dinner, Tony’s Café will 
close and reopen on Tue 3 Feb 2026 at 12.30pm - 1.30pm. 

A woman went into a post office to buy some stamps for 
her Christmas cards. “What denomination do you 
want?” asked the lady at the counter. “Good God!” she 
replied. “Has it come to this? I suppose you'd better give 
me twenty Catholic and twenty Presbyterian.” 

 

Prayer 
for 
Life 

Helpers 
of God's 
Precious 
Infants 

helpers101@ 
hotmail.com 

 

 

Message from Archbishop Comensoli 
Preparations for a Synod: Archbishop Comensoli has 
initiated preparations for a Melbourne Synod in 2026. 
Building on the Jubilee Year of Hope, the Synod will give all 
of us, lay, religious and ordained the opportunity to listen 
deeply to the Holy Spirit and to one another, reflecting on 
how we live communion, foster participation and carry out 
Christ’s mission in the Church.  

Events at Bondi Beach: In a recently released statement, 
Archbishop Comensoli has called upon all people of good 
will to reach out in sorrow, friendship, and resolve to the 
Jewish community. “In the face of calculated hatred and 
terrifying violence, we must reject knowing silence and 
calculated indifference. We must choose to be present, to 
pray, and to stand in solidarity. Yet even in devastating 
darkness, there is light. Hanukkah proclaims that light 
cannot be extinguished by darkness. Our faith, too, calls us 
to be a light for the world—to resist despair, to name evil 
truthfully, and to move together from desolation toward 
hope. May the God of all humanity draw us from this 
darkness onto a path of light. May we be strengthened to 
stand together, to reject hatred in all its forms, and to bear 
witness - through prayer and action - to a future shaped not 
by fear, but by solidarity, justice, and peace.” melbournecatholic.org 

mailto:stanthony.christmasdinner@gmail.com


 

 

 

 


